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AND HCTB IT CONTINUES

D0U0E8TBU Ied up the

pofltlen in a fhh. 'His ten hnd

bn caught klMlnc a "straight gtrt and
would POJ' 'he penalty of the Bacrlflce

el bis career rather than allow her te
Differ humiliation. Awkward! But. the
tltuatlen might atlll be naved with n

little tact. The girl, after nil, 'was

ftrtlfht that was-- the main point. It
would be eafe te take a rUk with her.
Henuit flrnt kill the idea that she had
been humiliated.

"There seeraa te be a certain amount
ef confusion en the point an te whether
I am te bare the privilege of welcoming

jeu ' as my daughter-in-la- Mlia
Quest," he sold with his lips. In his
heart he wan wylng that nothing wai
further from bis Intentions.

Nadia looked at him unflinchingly.
"Tbere need he no confusion, Ierd

Deucester," she answered, quietly, "I
de net Intend te accepb Mr. Strnnuck's

ffer. I would bam told him why If
1 hadIf he bad "
A Troth Postponed

"I think I understand what h In

your mind, Miss Quest," said lenl
Deucester, "and your feeling en the
point Is, if ay nay se, exactly what
I would have expected of you. The In-

cident of which, unfortunately, 1 ui
a witness can leave, no doubt w hatever
that you love my son and hed his cir-

cumstances Keen otherwise, would have
Burled him. Let me takn the. werdx
cut of jour mouth and y that, you
were about te refuse him because jeu
ncognize that you cannot help him in
his career, and, an the pert suyu, leva
ii of man's life a thine apart."

"It is a thing apart from the vanities
and hollow ambitions and petty strivi-
ngs that make life stupidly selfish with-o- ut

it." cried Stranack impetuously. "I
nn rve my country no leaa truly If

Nudist is my wife, father. If Nudiu
will net help me up che certainly would
net drag me down."

"My boy, as I think Miss Quest, be-le- g

a uemnn, knew.s even better than
I, n wife who is net n help is a hin-
drance."

"Surely the discussion is unneces-
sary," pleaded Nadla. '"Mr. Stranack.
I thank you with all my heart for your
offer, but again 1 say I can't ncccpt

"Take time te think it ever," said
Lord Deucestir. "Let ua come te no
rssh conclusions in the, heat of the me-nie-

Let u.i see first If jeu aie re-
turned for Parliament, my boy. Tuke,
uy, a month. At the end of that time
be very sure that your mother and I
Will be proud to welcome Miss Quest
U our daughter-in-la- w provided you
ue both convinced that the marriage
will lead you te happiness."

Wilfred Stranack began to pretest.
But Nadia felt that she could bear the
discussion no longer.

"Let ua de as Lord Deucester sug-
gests," she begged, and her voice broke,
faapltoef herself. "Let us say neth-i- a

te any one In the meantime."
As she speko she moved toward the

rulr where lay her hat. She picked it
up with fumbling fingers.

"A most excellent Idea," said Lord
Deucester, as if Nadla had suggested
th whole thin. "But er if I may
utjeet it, would it net be wise te re

die engagement ring which I sec
jr son has given you? Otherwise "
In aplte of the strain te which she

bad been subjected Nadia could net re-
strain a emile.

"This is net an engagement ring,
IM Deucester. Loek it is en my
right bandnet my left."

Lord Deucester looked at the ring,
and, smiling, admitted hii mistake. A
murmured apology rose te his lips. He
cheeked it. The smlle faded, the leek
njeame a stare, and change came
21? ""fa?". It was as If something
"w siiddeuly banished all memory of
?. hJJl, Jt occurred, and his mind

M whisked itself far hwej ever thejttrs,
Nadla Is Camden's Daughter

''Jfi.ss Quest," he said, and the
smooth, even tenor had gepe from his
J?lcf: w?uld you allow me te

that r ug of yours for n moment?"
V .,dr,ew. herself up. It wus as
fie bad doubted her assertion that It
.?r,Det nn engagement ring.'

"longed te my father who died when
"J05' .AB sne Rl100 sh.p slipped

J"e ring from her linger and handed It
k.i5"JV .,'.rd I'icester took the ring,
?v!t I1 in his palm for an instant as-- uq u weie n,iivlnjr thing, and then
H. j wna Jeur Other's name?" lie

..7,"' mmest nnrcely.
i.kyu,,Rt' of cuhe." lenlled Nnilln

xl "w'lw laugh. "Why should
jeu think otherwise, Lord neucester?

'I'jewiny fethes? De 3011reeeBnIze thli ring?"
Dn."Vtulltlail hrnU'' frel I'0r'1

Then he roceeied himself
'0t "" P,anntieu v,,,s

rwulred
'Ves. indeed," he tmid. trying te

8 ca',"r "1( ts a curious celncl-h- m

' k"- - Quest. Somehow it
n,nt "'ur 'e 'ne that you could be

DV. ,0 h(r wKh a bow.
"ere was an awkward Mlemc. Stia-Lnr- ,i

nas watchlus hlH father oddly.
Doneoster caught sight of Nadlu's

Mi'.'?rt mlnt'' If I'c-- would net mind,
2S S"'?1 l Particularly wish jeuwM U,lv Deucester. If you will hnve
J?et,des te wait here I will net leS0Ple of minutes."
fn v P,ucester had left the room

ad.'f c,011,(1 demur. In the rerrl-w- rout( he hurried se that he was
it.iV,y. runn'"- - At the feet of the
mi, .se. hL P"k1. muttered te him-S- i,

Blu then took the stairs nt n rute

M.ieJem"J..I'ndy nouceernleiie'm her
eno w'UB ctle weinnn.

m. UJW,IH aml a wl" "iiowledge
VA n.7 nn'' woman kinu. Jeara nge

t beTh Prev'l herself awpch tly.", "wmjiu aim lien, unq even
SYT' 'hti tbe , baa found hluiHelfvx

an

w
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Pay?
bebg gently pushed out of the vertvof llf ami the ether had net yet been
sucked nte It, they censtnnly sought
ner mlvlce, and acted upon it. If be-
low her resourcefulness there lurked a
pew'er of cruelty, florce and relentless as
death and them wrn Minna wh l.- -
llevwl it it lay se securely fettered by

vr win m nut rnreiy could ID (lem- -
Inate her purpose.

She put down her book aa her hus-
band hurried 'In. Lord Deucester shut
the depr behind him and for a moment
leaned against It, panting from his ex-
ertions.

'!M')"entrnve. whatever Is the mat-
ter? asked Lady Deucrster, In n much
alarm as was consistent with her ca-
pable nature.

"I happened te go Inte Wilfred's
room-- il found him kissing his typist."

"Hew extremely unplensnnt!" ex-
claimed Lady Douceeter. "I am sur-
prised, toe. I thought that girl was alady."

"Listen." interrupted TJenl Den.
crster. "I took held of the situation.
I smoothed them both down. 6t her
te sen she couldn't marry him, and
then I found she'a Jehn Camden's
daughter."

Lady Deucester started violently.

"There is no doubt that it is he. She7
wears uie ring. '

Titer remained Kljirlnir nK raid, nihm.
It was, as if question ahd nnswer, doubt
una reassurance, newea uetwecn them.They knew caeh etlier well Hicm two.

"She doesn't knew nnythlng." sup
plemented Deucester nleud. "Seem te
think her name really Is Quctt but of
course one ennt toil."

Lady Douccster's e.ves narrowed
"On the whole, Mellentinve, I don't

!ee that we need werr new. I'm
for letting events take their course. We
win Knew nothing."

"I made them wait 11 month. I
should 8iigge?t that, we go en the as
sumptien that their engagement will
no announced nt the mil of tlint time,
and thnt we shall l' hlclilv nleimnl
nbeut It. That will give us time U hce
hew we stand. If yeu'e nothing che
10 propose, i go nnu teicn tin girl
new. T have linked her te wait. Yeu
will knew, better than I, hew te handle
ber."

As he dlsappeiired. Lady Deucester
reue te her feet unci Mumbled across the
boudoir te where double- doers, beau-
tifully meld rl, fJmt off her bedroom.
She flung them open und made for her
dressing tabs'. Powder, a touch of
reuse and ll thimbleful of mm Klramrn
colorless liquid worked wonders. Hv the
tune Mima Had n-- ended the stairs,
Iiady Deucester w;is bmk in her
boudoir, gincieus, entirely
rompeyed.

Nmlia Is newlldcied
Nadin hnd put en hei himple. flower- -

wreathed hat. and from under its
curving brim her grent eyes looked out
in bewilderment. Slid returned Lady
Deucewter's greetlnu with nn nlr of de- -
tuchment that wruns; resnect from thn
Uder woman; the girl's manner wns

"It's nlt-- of jeu te usk ui un here.
mother dear." snld Stranack. "We
certainly should like some ten." He.
me. seemed 111 at ease ami Ills ejes
vtruj-i- t .Nndia ns if te enc. te hoi'
that he was nt 11 le te acieunt for his
parents' chnnKe of front.

"It'll he here in lie miuutes." said
his mother gnjlj. "I'm nfiiild jeu
imt- -l think uu ctiiieiduiuiiiy orratie
people," she went en. tinning te Nudla,
"but name is is known te us.
Mj husband knew a Quest long age,
mid Ave felt that must be our excuse for
wanting te knew jeu better." She
gae the girl one of the brilliant smiles
ter which in her day she had been
fnmOiiH.

Nudln rt turned the smile shjly. It
was all strange, but pleasant, extremely
plensant. Tt was like limine a lowly
dream and waking te h.ird every day,
und then turning eer and dreaming It
ugain.

"Yeu are ery geed." she said in
her sweet, clear voice. "I knew se few
people no one, in fact ; It h delightful-t-

h) heie."
The tea equlnaze was bieueht In nnd

conversation flowed cheerfully and nat
urally en tonics of the day. Lady Deu
cester had alwajs hnd 11 genius for small
talk, tier husband seconded ber sklll- -
fullj, covering Stranack 8 silence.
Nadia, alwnj--s unself-couscleu- s, laughed
and listened and gave lierselt up te the
enjoyment of the hour.

When, presently, she cnucht sicht of
herself,ln a mirror of Venetian glass she
ten 11 vague surprise trial ner dress
should still be the simple linen one she
had denned that inernlm:. It should
have changed te gossamer, she thought,
te match the dream.
Laughter anil liveliness

Laughter and the bum of veltes. The
flash of jewels, cenns uomceus ns n
dream, the swish of fans, l'erfumes of
exotic loveliness 1Ibr llke whispers en
the heated nlr. The croon of hidden
violins and the rich, soft light of satin- -

shaded lamps.
The double doers which divided the

greut apartment into (we were slightly
open. Fiem one loeni te the ether,
borne upon the aroma of costly cig-
arettes, floated that Intangible tit III
that vitalised the uir the reckless
spirit of the game.

In the ft out room Ivery shoulders bent
toward the roulette table, dainty heads
turned te wntcii the wheels tickle
choice. Behind them steed the men
ceircct In the blink and white of eve- -
ning nttlre, old and calculating
and impulslve, haulcneil and eager; but
nil wjth the jjnmbler's fire below their
mask of conventional inillffeience.

Al the head of I he long table 11 small
figure, striking through its insignifi
cance, discharged the duties of the
banker; a silent, colorless woman, un-
dersized und shabby, with the hands
of an tutist ami the cuvs of 11 sublux.
At her side a tlnj glais held u liqueur.
iniring nu tue many, ninny nights
"Mam'selle. X" had sat there a llqueur
of that strange, dull line had steed at
her side; she never touched It, only
rarely did her hand steul out te It mid
curve itself round the fragile steam.
Thced Keperte te Claudine

y 11 flower-fille- d comer of the gam-bUu- g

room, her cjes en a gieup of
f!eker players, her painted lips smiling
at a young girl by her side, sat Clau-
dine Crayiie. As she listened te the
chatter of the i;lrl and studied the face
of the plaj cis her mind was trifling with
her own content. Things had been go-

ing well lately. This spacious, ilchly
fitted house the largest In Cornish Ter-
rain, Westminster was, hers; an ever-In- ci

easing balance al the lmuk was hers,
cars and horses ami scivatits were all
hers. Claudlne's soul stretched Itself,
catlike, lu this hothouse of prosperity,
baring teeth iitul claws for one flashing
instant, then sank luxuriously te test
again.

"My deur Lady Nan," she cuurmmed
te the gill, n society debutnnte with a
smulL measure of beauty and iiil even
smaller one of bruins, "you surely se
that it is everj wemun's duty te inake
the best of herself."

"Hut I have se little te make the
best of," simpered Lady Nan. "New
for jeu, dour Miss Oriiyne, with jour
lovely, lecly hair and these wonderful
eyes, for you It Is mi different."
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